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Dear Delegate, Friend, and Supporter,

The United Irish Counties Association of New York, Inc. is pleased to announce that
our 122nd Anniversary Dinner Dance will be held on Friday, January 30, 2026, at Antun’s,
located at 96-43 Springfield Boulevard, Queens Village, NY. This year’s festive occasion will
begin with a deluxe cocktail hour at 7:00pm followed by dinner and dancing from 8:00pm to
12:00am to the music of Rumor Has It. Tickets are $125.00 per person or a table of ten for
$1,250.00.

We are pleased to announce our ‘Gael of the Year’ is Colin Bell. Colin Bell was born
in Newry, Co. Down in 1953. Colin attended St. Colman’s Abbey CBPS and the Abbey
Christian Brothers Grammar School. He qualified as a PE Specialist Teacher from St. Joseph’s
Training College in Belfast. In July 1984, Colin married Eithne (Morgan), with twins Sean and
Ciara being born in 1985. This was closely followed by twins, Kevin and Brendan in 1986,
Eamon in 1988, Conor in 1990, and lastly Maeve in 1991.

Following the tragic death of their son Kevin in a hit and run incident in New York in
June 2013, Colin, alongside his wife Eithne, founded the Kevin Bell Repatriation Trust
(KBRT). Eight months later, their nephew Paul was killed, also in a hit and run, in San
Francisco. Following this second family bereavement, Colin retired after 40 years of teaching,
and focused on the Trust full-time. The Kevin Bell Repatriation Trust aims to alleviate the
financial hardship of bereaved families repatriating the body (bodies) of loved one(s) who have
died abroad in sudden or tragic circumstances back to Ireland.

We are also delighted to announce the recipient of this year’s Mary Mc Mullan
Distinguished Service Award is Michael O’Reilly. Michael O’Reilly was born in Cavan,
Ireland the fourth of six children. He attended Mullahoran National School, then Cnoc Mhuire
Secondary School in Granard. In October of 1983 he immigrated to the USA, where he
continued to be an active member within the Irish communities in New York City. In 1987
Michael met his lovely wife Rosie and they married in May 1990. They were blessed with three
wonderful children Cailean (RIP), Oisin and Slaine.

Throughout the years Michael has been involved in various different forms, including
as past President of the Cavan P & B Association, the Emerald Guild Society, the Hibernia
Provident Society, and the United Irish Counties Association. Michael also was a founding
member and first President of the Shannon Gaels GAA Club, a co-chair for St. Patrick’s
Cathedral for the NYC St. Patrick’s Day Parade and on the board of directors of Tara Circle.
Michael continues to be an active member of these clubs, and continues to aid in the running of
the United Irish Counties Feis each year. Michael is also a member of the Ancient Order of
Hibernians and the Knights of Columbus. Family and friends are at the heart of everything
Michael does.

In conjunction with this event and in recognition of our honorees, we will be producing
a souvenir journal. A journal contract is attached for your consideration and should be returned
by Saturday, January 10, 2026. We look forward to greeting you on January 30th as we pay
tribute to our distinguished guests. A dinner dance reservation form is attached for your use and
should be returned by Monday, January 26, 2026.

Proceeds from this annual event enable us to donate to and provide support to various
Irish and Irish American cultural and educational events throughout the year, such as the Kevin
Bell Repatriation Fund. With your assistance, the UICANY continues to be a vibrant part of the
Irish community, promoting and preserving our Irish heritage and culture, keeping true to the
goals of our founding members.

We hope you will support us and help make this special night a success by attending
the dinner dance and/or advertising in our journal.
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